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Also known as: Apprentice Electrician, Construction Electrician, Outside Lineman, Journeyman Wireman, Industrial Electrician, Electrician Technician, Control Electrician, Inside Wireman, Journeyman Electrician, Maintenance Electrician.

An electrician specializes in the installation, operation, repair, and maintenance of electrical systems. These systems include wiring, circuit boards, and electronics. 

Some people like to distinguish between an electrician and a lineman. In this sense, an electrician works on internal wiring in homes and other buildings, while a lineman works on outside electrical lines and in power generation facilities. Due to the much higher currents involved in this work, being a lineman can be very dangerous, especially when linemen are sent out to respond to downed power lines and other emergencies which can occur in inclement weather.

When a structure is built, an electrician is an important part of the building team. He or she installs conduit in the walls as they are built for the purpose of running electrical wiring, and if built in heating and cooling systems are being installed, an electrician will also install vents and piping for these systems. 
As the house is finished, the electrician installs electrical sockets for the purpose of plugging in electrical equipment and installing light bulbs. Specialized circuits may also be installed for equipment which drains power, such as stoves and heaters.

Electricians may also install complex electrical equipment, and they are familiar with the operation of electronics and the various tools of their trade, from breaker boxes to voltage meters. Maintenance and repair services are also offered by professional electricians. 

Someone who wants to become an electrician should plan on going to trade school or serving a professional apprenticeship. During apprenticeship, he or she will learn about how to safely handle electricity and how to install electrical components. 


The power that transforms the world
Electric lighting, central heating, refrigerators, washing machines, water heaters, television, elevators, radios, telephones, computers, trolley-buses, electric trains, traffic lights, X-rays…Electricity stands behind all of them!

Radio and television have improved communication between different parts of the world. A person in Asia, for instance, can listen to the news from London using a radio set. Television viewers in Greece can see programmes broadcast from the USA. Also, traffic lights prevent the continuous traffic chaos in the center of modern cities by controlling the heavy traffic…

Can you imagine your everyday life without electricity? It provides us with light, heat and sound. It provides factories with energy. It moves cars and trains. It stands behind electronics. Modern life would be unthinkable and … unlivable without electricity.
A power cut would cause total confusion at home, in industry, transportation, communications, entertainment, health services, education.

There is no energy more useful than electricity. Electricity can be sent over long distances very quickly. It can easily be converted and controlled. It is silent and clean, with no waste products.

· Replace the underlined words with words from the text.

1. All electrical devices need power to work.

2. A lamp changes electrical energy into light.

3. Electricity supplies industry with the necessary power.

4. Lifts are used in multi-storey buildings.

5. Many of the people who watch TV prefer serials.

6. The telephone has facilitated communication between people.

