1. Simple Present vs. Present Continuous
Simple Present 
Use this for permanent situations, facts, and regular routines.
· Key Shift: Think of this as your "default settings."
· Example: "I work in marketing." (This is my career/permanent job).
· Example: "The train leaves at 8:00 AM." (Fixed timetable).
Present Continuous 
Use this for actions happening right now, or for temporary situations happening around now.
· Key Shift: This highlights that something is a departure from the norm or is time-limited.
· Example: "I am working from home this week." (Temporary; usually I go to the office).
· Example: "The company is growing quickly." (A current trend).
2. Stative Verbs: The "No-ING" Rule
Stative verbs describe states, feelings, or senses—not physical actions. Because they don't have "action," they cannot be used in the continuous form, even if they are happening right now.
The most common stative verbs fit into four categories:
	Category
	Verbs
	Incorrect 
	Correct (Simple Present)

	Thinking / Mental
	know, believe, remember, understand
	~~I am knowing the answer.~~
	"I know the answer."

	Feeling / Emotion
	love, hate, prefer, want, need
	~~She is needing help.~~
	"She needs help right now."

	Possession
	have, own, belong
	~~This phone is belonging to me.~~
	"This phone belongs to me."

	Senses
	see, hear, seem, taste
	~~You are seeming tired.~~
	"You seem tired."


Verbs with Two Meanings
Some verbs can be both stative and active, but their meaning changes entirely.
· 
· Think:
· Stative (Opinion): "I think this is a great idea."
· Active (Brain activity): "Quiet, please. I am thinking about my exam."
· Have:
· Stative (Possession): "I have a car."
· Active (Part of an action): "I can't talk, I am having lunch."

3. Adverbs of Frequency 
You need to know exactly where to place adverbs like always, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, and never.
Word Order Formula

Rule 1: Place the adverb BEFORE main verbs.
· Subject + Adverb + Verb
· Example: "We usually meet on Tuesdays."
Rule 2: Place the adverb AFTER the verb "to be".
· Subject + Aux / To Be + Adverb
· Example: "She is always late."

Mid-Sentence Adverbs 
You can also place longer adverbial phrases like now and then, from time to time, or once a month at the very beginning or end of a sentence, but never in the middle.
· Correct: "From time to time, we go to the theater."
· Correct: "We go to the theater from time to time."
1. Comparing Equals: as ... as
When two things share the exact same quality, weight, or size, we use the structure as + adjective + as.
· Rule: The adjective between the two "as" words never changes. Do not add -er or more.
· Example: "The train is as fast as the car." (They move at the exact same speed).
· Example: "Her new apartment is as big as her old one."
2. Comparing Differences: not as ... as
To say that two things are not equal, we use not as + adjective + as. This is incredibly common in spoken English because it sounds a bit gentler or more polite than using than.
· The Trap: When you use not as... as, the second item mentioned is actually the superior one.
· Example: "The laptop is not as expensive as the smartphone."
· What this really means: The smartphone is more expensive than the laptop.
· Example: "Athens is not as cold as London in the winter."
· What this really means: London is colder than Athens.
3. Irregular Comparatives & Superlatives
Some of the most common adjectives in English change their forms completely. You cannot simply add -er or use more. You must memorize these four major irregularities:
	Adjective
	Comparative Form (Comparing Two)
	Superlative Form (The Absolute Top/Bottom)

	Good
	Better ("This coffee is better than yesterday's.")
	The best ("This is the best coffee in town.")

	Bad
	Worse ("The traffic is worse today.")
	The worst ("That was the worst movie ever.")

	Far
	Farther / Further ("We need to walk further.")
	The farthest / furthest ("It's the furthest planet.")

	Little (Amount)
	Less ("I have less free time now.")
	The least ("He made the least amount of effort.")


· Use farther for literal, physical distance ("My house is farther down the road").
· Use further for abstract distances, time, or depth ("Let's discuss this further tomorrow").
4. Modifying Comparisons (B1 Upgrade)
To sound truly intermediate, you can add words before your comparative structures to show how much of a difference there is.

Big Differences
To highlight a massive gap, add much or far before the comparative adjective.
· Example: "Flying is much faster than taking a ferry."
· Example: "The new smartphone is far better than the old model."
Small Differences
To highlight a tiny gap, add a bit or slightly before the comparative adjective.
· Example: "The bus was a bit cheaper than the train."
· Example: "Today is slightly warmer than yesterday."

Summary:
"I think traveling by train is much better than flying because it's not as stressful as waiting at airport security, even if the journey takes a bit longer."

