Gerunds
Verbs of Preference (Your Feeling Scale)
Verbs of preference tell the listener exactly how you feel about an activity. We organize these verbs on a spectrum from 100% positive to 100% negative:
· Love / Enjoy / Fancy (Max Positive): Used for things that bring you immense joy.
· Example: "She loves traveling!" or "I enjoy reading."
· Prefer (Comparative Choice): Used when you like one option slightly or much more than another.
· Example: "I prefer listening to music (more than watching TV)."
· B1 Modifier Upgrade: You can say you "slightly prefer" or "much prefer" something.
· Don't mind / It's OK (Neutral): Used when an activity doesn't bother you, but it doesn't excite you either.
· Example: "I don't mind waiting."
· Hate / Dislike / Can't stand (Max Negative): Used for things that make you completely miserable.
· Example: "They hate doing homework" or "He dislikes cooking."
What is a Gerund? (The Secret Identity)
A Gerund is a verb that adds -ing to its tail, but it is not a tense. Instead, it undergoes a transformation to act exactly like a noun.
Think of it this way: Swim is an action verb. Swimming is the name of the sport/concept.
How Do Gerunds Work in a Sentence?
At the B1 level, you will see gerunds occupy three major positions:
1. As the Subject (The Star of the Sentence): Placed at the very beginning.
· Example: "[Swimming] is fun!"
2. As the Object after Prepositions: English rules state that if a verb follows a preposition (at, in, on, of, about), it must turn into a gerund.
· Example: "He is good at [speaking]."
3. As the Object after Specific Verbs: Certain verbs (like our verbs of preference, or verbs like suggest) require a gerund directly after them.
· Example: "I suggest [calling] later."
The Trap: Preference + "Would"
This is the most common mistake intermediate students make on exams.
When you use verbs of preference in general, you use the Gerund. But the moment you add the word "Would" (or its contraction 'd), the grammar changes instantly to a to-infinitive.
· General Habit (Gerund): "I like going to the beach." (This is my general hobby).
· Specific/Hypothetical Situation (+ to-Infinitive): "I would like to go to the beach this afternoon." (This is a specific desire right now).
The Contrast Summary:
· Correct: "I hate washing dishes." (General preference)
· Correct: "I would hate to wash dishes in a restaurant." (Specific/Hypothetical condition).

