1. Simple Future (Will) vs. Going to
This is the most common distinction you must master at the B1 level. It comes down to when you made the decision and what evidence you have.
Simple Future (Will + Base Verb)
Think of will as a reaction or a distant guess.
· Spontaneous Decisions: Decisions made at the exact moment of speaking.
· Example: "The phone is ringing. I will answer it!"
· Predictions without Evidence: Based entirely on your personal opinions, hopes, or guesses. (Often paired with I think, I hope, probably).
· Example: "I think it will rain tomorrow."
· Official Future Facts: Things that cannot be changed.
· Example: "The sun will rise at 6:01 AM tomorrow."
Going to (am / is / are + going to + Base Verb)
Think of going to as an intention or a logical conclusion.
· Prior Intentions & Plans: You decided before the moment of speaking. The plan already exists in your head.
· Example: "I am going to study engineering next year."
· Predictions with Present Evidence: You can see something happening right now that tells you what will happen next.
· Example: "Look at those dark clouds! It is going to rain." (The evidence is visible).
2. Present Continuous vs. Present Simple for the Future
Did you know we can use present tenses to talk about tomorrow? This happens when plans become completely official.
Present Continuous (For Personal Arrangements)
confirmed social arrangement (Present Continuous).
· Use: An event that has been explicitly organized with another person, a business, or a calendar ticket.
· Example (Intention): "I'm going to see the doctor sometime next week." (A loose idea).
· Example (Arrangement): "I am seeing the doctor on Tuesday at 4:00 PM." (The appointment is booked).
Present Simple (For Fixed Timetables)
· Use: Public events, transportation, or schedules that are completely out of your personal control.
· Example: "The train leaves tomorrow morning at 8:30 AM."
· Example: "What time does the film start tonight?"
B1 Future Forms Summary Matrix
	Future Form
	Core Meaning
	Visual Concept
	Key Trigger Words

	Will
	Reaction / Guess / Promise
	Instant Spark
	I think, maybe, probably, suddenly

	Going to
	Intention / Clear Evidence
	Stepping Stones
	Look at that!, My plan is...

	Present Continuous
	Confirmed Social Booking
	Calendar Ink
	At 3 PM, on Friday, with John

	Present Simple
	Public Timetable
	Station Clock
	Arrives, starts, opens, closes



