
MICHALAKOPOULOU CHAROULA

ALMYROS AND ITS REGION AT PREHISTORICAL PERIOD
The plain of Almyros was inhabited from prehistoric period to the Greco-Roman and Byzantine times.
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The plain of Almyros
Neolithic period
Archaeological survey

The first excavations in the area started in the beginning of the 20th century under the supervision of the archaeologists A. Arvanitopoulos, A.J.B. Wace, M.S. Thompson and Fr. Stahlin. More recent excavations were carried out by D.R. Theocharis, G. Chourmouziadis, the Netherlands School of Archaeology and the archaeologists of the Ephorate of Volos. 
Division of the Neolithic period 
After almost one hundred years of archaeological have reached the conclusion that the Neolithic period begins from the mid-seventh millennium BC divided into three periods:
· Early (6500-5800 BC)

· Middle (5800-5300 BC)  
· Late Neolithic (5300-4500 BC).
Climate-vegetation 
The area of Almyros could not escape the attention of the Neolithic man. It provided him with all the necessary facilities for the proper organization of life and ensured access to the sea. The climate was wet during the winter and dry during the summer. During the Early and Middle Neolithic period oak forests covered part of the plain. 
Settlements
The Neolithic man settled in small villages, in areas with low hills or in flat positions which form small artificial mounds. These forms in Thessaly are called Magoulas. The Neolithic man always makes sure he settles near natural water sources, arable lands and grasslands.

[image: image2.jpg]



The area of Neolithic Magoula

Houses
The houses in these settlements were huts. The construction materials were wood, branches or canes. The experience and improved technology of Neolithic man led him to a more stable building with stone foundations and adobe walls that supported the roof.
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Types of economy

The economy of the period was based on:

· agriculture (cultivation of wheat, barley, legumes, etc.),
· stock farming
· fishing 

· hunting. 
The fauna consisted of cattle, sheep, pigs, rodents, hares, badgers, weasels, foxes, wild boars and birds.
Domestic animals supplied the village with products such as:

· meat,
· wool,
· milk, 
· fat, 
· skin
· bones for making tools throughout the year.
The discovery of many sea shells shows that the man of the Neolithic period had a close relationship with the sea. 
Tools
The tools were essential for the reconstruction of the process of Neolithic production related to the economy
· agriculture

· hunting

· logging

· woodwork

· basketry

· weaving

· leather processing
There were also objects of exchange over long distances.
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Stone tools

Ceramics
Pottery is the first synthetic material from the four elements:
· soil
· water

· fire

· air
The clay is flexible and plenty. The involvement of residents in handmade clay vessels supplied the inhabitants of the settlement with useful utensils for
· their daily transportation needs
· food preparation
· storage
The first vessels had simple forms with thick walls without decoration and sometimes were baked. Over time the technique improved, the shapes were varied and decoration was perfected.
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Clay of the Neolithic period
Figurines
When the Neolithic man was concerned about the joy of life or tried to interpret death, even when he looked for a hobby in his free time, he used to make figurines. The figurines are the objects which can take the name artworks. These small objects are made of
· clay

· stone or
· other materials 
The large number of female human and animal figurines is noteworthy. In some cases it is easy to discern anatomical details in human figurines such as: 
· hair

· nose

· eyes

· hands

· navel

· feet 
The female figurines were believed to symbolize the goddess of fertility (mother-goddess) and some of them are pregnant. The figurines give us information about dress and beautification. Some archaeologists argue that the figures associated with magical cults can offer security to the holder. Their use has been associated with a symbolic character that had to do with the burial or other beliefs. We must not forget the practical use of figurines as toys for children or as gifts and objects exchanged with neighbours and people from other settlements.
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Figurine of Magoula Zerelia
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