YOUR WALKING PARTY
Here are some details about the other participants in your walking party:
Teacher(s): Mrs. Paula Ball
Class/program: Sixth Grade Gifted
School: Watkins Middle School
Location: Pataskala, OH United States of America
Age of students: 11 - 12
Number of students: 27
Teacher(s): Ms. Kathleen Thomas
Class/program: MiddleAges
School: JKLM Academy
Location: Tacoma, WA United States of America
Age of students: 9 - 10
Number of students: 2
Teacher(s): Ms. Stephanie Mitzenmacher
Class/program: Mitz 5th '21-'22
School: University of Chicago Laboratory Schools
Location: Chicago, Illinois United States of America
Age of students: 10 - 11
Number of students: 24
Teacher(s): Mrs. Toni Marie Charbonnet
Class/program: five
School: Phillips
Location: Mobile, Al United States of America
Age of students: 11 - 12
Number of students: 27
Teacher(s): Mr. Julián Sanz Mamolar
Class/program: Year 6A 2021/2022
School: San Gregorio
Location: Aguilar de Campoo, Spain
Age of students: 11 - 12
Number of students: 14
Teacher(s): Mr. Joshua Van Lare
Class/program: Josh's 5th Graders
School: Stevens Cooperative School
Location: Jersey City, NJ United States of America
Age of students: 10 - 11
Number of students: 20
Teacher(s): Mrs. Glennys Jurome
Class/program: Jurome's Amazing Class
School: Anne McClymont Elementary
Location: Kelowna, bc Canada
Age of students: 10 - 11
Number of students: 30


Dear Educator,
The next footstep for your walking party has now been posted on Out of Eden Learn.
Here are the instructions for the main activity that students will be asked to do, followed by suggestions for how you might approach it with your students.
Setting Off
**Please note that the video does not exactly match the instructions below. Follow the instructions below but watch the video to see how to make a post and change your avatar.**
Now it’s time for you to do your first post! We invite you to introduce yourself and begin talking about Paul’s walk. This is a great opportunity to learn about your walking partners who you will be interacting with for the next six weeks. It is also an opportunity to have your walking partners learn more about you and for you to share parts of yourself you find meaningful.
· First, write a paragraph about yourself introducing and describing yourself to your walking partners. What are some things you enjoy doing? What are some things you are interested in or passionate about? What would you like your walking partners to know about you?
· Then, upload an avatar if you have not already done so. (Click on the picture of the cheetah cub, choose “Edit profile” and then upload an image which is not a photo or picture of you). Share why you chose your avatar.
· Next, think back to what you’ve learned about the Out of Eden Walk. What do you think about the idea of walking around the world and slowing down to notice hidden stories? Can you make any personal connections to these ideas?
Please note that for all activities we recommend that you save your work somewhere else before uploading it to our website: if there is a connectivity issue, the work you have typed directly into our website may be lost.

1. THIS WEEK’S FOOTSTEP
This week’s footstep is all about students getting to know one another and starting to engage with ideas related to Paul Salopek’s Out of Eden Walk. To familiarize students with Paul’s writing, we have selected his dispatch, Classroom Planet. To familiarize students with our custom-designed Dialogue Toolkit, you may want to practice using Dialogue Toolkit moves on Paul's dispatch. You could invite students to do an exercise like this one:
Using the following Dialogue Toolkit moves, respond to Classroom Planet, the dispatch by Paul that you read for this activity:
· NOTICE: What caught your attention or interested you about Paul’s article?
· APPRECIATE: What did you like, appreciate or value in what you read? Be specific.
· EXTEND: Did you have new thoughts, ideas or questions after reading this dispatch?
Please emphasize to students that Notice, Appreciate and Extend are Dialogue Toolkit moves that they can use to interact with other young people throughout the learning journey.

2. AUTHENTIC YET SENSITIVE ENGAGEMENT
We strongly recommend that you open up a discussion with your students about how they will present their ideas and communicate with others within the learning community before they begin posting. These learning communities bring together young people from many different backgrounds and experiences – that is one of the main reasons why this learning community is so exciting and, we believe, valuable.
We would like students to be authentic in what they say so that others in the community can benefit from a variety of perspectives and experiences.
At the same time, we need students to be sensitive in that we do not want anyone to feel offended or marginalized within our community. We encourage you to review our Community Guidelines with your students. You may even want to print a copy of the guidelines and display them in your classroom.
You may like to try out this adapted version of the Circle of Viewpoints thinking routine, which asks students to consider a topic from multiple perspectives. In this case, students would try to take on the perspectives of different students who might be participating in the learning community. They would try to anticipate how different students might feel about comments that suggested, for example, that one religion or country is superior to another, or that students from wealthier backgrounds have “better” lives than students with less resources.
A general rule of thumb is that students should refrain from making negative comments about other people or groups of people. However, that does not mean that they cannot respectfully engage with ideas, ask other students questions, or express different points of view. When students go to post each week, there is a reminder in the text box that lots of people, including adults, will read what they write or post. The text will vanish as soon as they click on it.
You should also explain to your students that they should report anything that is offensive or inappropriate by choosing to “flag” comments they find inappropriate. Our team reviews flagged comments daily and if necessary, contacts educators directly about concerning posts (this is very rare).

3. THIS IS NOT FACEBOOK
Our learning community does in some ways resemble social media sites like Facebook. And we most certainly do want students to interact and connect with one another. At the same time, we want students’ interactions to be more purposeful and “deep” than typical social media interactions. To that end we would like students to write in sentences as far as possible and to try to be thoughtful in their interactions. This first week, some of the interactions will likely be social in nature – along the lines of “I love soccer too, which team do you support?” or “I love One Direction as well, did you see the new movie?” These kinds of interaction are completely fine as students seek out connections with one another. However, it would be great to ask students to engage one another around what they find interesting or exciting about Paul’s walk as well. To reiterate, we ask that you refer students to our Dialogue Toolkit. Some teachers have found it helpful to make a wall display of our Dialogue Toolkit icons and to adapt them for everyday use in the classroom.

Finally, please remind students that everything they post will be viewable by all the other students and teachers in their walking party, as well as the researchers at Project Zero and Paul Salopek. They cannot send private messages to other students.
We hope that you and your students enjoy this week's footstep!
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