Text Dependent Questions for "Polyphemus the Cyclops":
1. What characteristics define the Cyclopes, and how do these traits contribute to their way of life on the island?
2. Describe Polyphemus's behavior when he sees a ship. What does this suggest about his nature compared to the other Cyclopes?
3. In what ways does Ulysses demonstrate his intelligence in the story, especially in relation to Polyphemus? Provide specific examples from the text.
4. How does the author portray the Cyclopes' interactions with shipwrecked sailors? What does this reveal about their character?
5. Identify and explain the significance of the phrase "smarter and more cunning" in the context of Ulysses's escape from Polyphemus. What does this imply about the themes of intelligence versus brute strength?
Answer Key:
1. The Cyclopes are described as one-eyed, huge, and savage creatures who live on an island where they fight for food, indicating a violent and primitive way of life.
2. Polyphemus dives into the sea and overturns ships to catch sailors, demonstrating a fierce and predatory nature.
3. Ulysses manages to escape from Polyphemus's cave by using clever strategies, showcasing his intelligence and cunning compared to the brute strength of Polyphemus.
4. The author presents the Cyclopes as ruthless creatures who catch and eat sailors alive, revealing their savage character and lack of compassion.
5. The phrase highlights the theme that intelligence and cunning can overcome brute strength, as Ulysses's cleverness allows him to outsmart Polyphemus.
Text Dependent Questions on Fairies in Literature:
1. How do the characteristics of fairies, as described in the text, differ from those of humans? Provide specific examples from the text to support your answer.
2. Analyze the role of Tinkerbelle in the context of her relationship with Peter Pan. What literary device is used to depict her loyalty, and how does it contrast with her unpredictable nature?
3. In the text, Oberon and Titania are described as the King and Queen of the fairies. What implications do their titles have on their behavior and actions? Use evidence from the text to illustrate your points.
4. Identify a key phrase in the text that describes Puck's role. How does this description help the reader understand the theme of mischief in "A Midsummer Night's Dream"?
5. What is the significance of the supernatural powers of the fairies? Discuss how these powers contribute to the unpredictability and danger mentioned in the text, providing examples to support your analysis.
Answer Key:
1. Fairies are described as having supernatural powers, which make them unpredictable and potentially dangerous, unlike humans who do not possess such abilities. 
2. Tinkerbelle is depicted as both delightful and delicate, with her loyalty to Peter Pan contrasting with her sometimes unfriendly nature. This duality illustrates the literary device of characterization.
3. The titles of Oberon and Titania imply authority and control over Fairyland, which reflects their actions and interactions with other characters in the text.
4. The phrase describing Puck's role as a "playful and naughty messenger" emphasizes the theme of mischief, highlighting how his actions lead to humorous and chaotic situations.
5. The supernatural powers of the fairies allow them to influence human emotions and situations, contributing to the unpredictability and danger that define their character in the text.
Text Dependent Questions for "Shrek the Ogre":
1. What are the initial reactions of people and animals when they see Shrek, and how does this reflect his character?
2. How does Shrek's perception of his own appearance contrast with how others view him? Provide evidence from the text to support your answer.
3. Describe the journey Shrek takes to find adventure. What characters does he meet, and what does this suggest about his quest for acceptance?
4. In what ways does the relationship between Shrek and the princess challenge traditional fairy tale norms? Use specific examples from the text.
5. What does the cactus bouquet symbolize in the context of Shrek and the princess's wedding, and how does it relate to their characters?
Answer Key:
1. People and animals flee from Shrek, which shows that he is perceived as frightening and ugly.
2. Shrek is proud of his appearance, suggesting a level of self-acceptance, while others find him hideous, highlighting the contrasting views.
3. Shrek meets a witch, knight, dragon, and a princess, indicating that his journey is filled with unusual encounters that contribute to his growth and search for love.
4. The relationship challenges norms by presenting an unconventional love story where both characters are considered unattractive, showing that beauty is subjective.
5. The cactus bouquet symbolizes the uniqueness of their relationship and reflects their true selves, reinforcing the theme of finding love beyond superficial appearances.

