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Presentation: The Modern Educational System of Greece
1. Introduction
The educational system of Greece is centrally organized and supervised by the Ministry of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports. Education is mainly provided free of charge by the state and includes all levels: preschool, primary, secondary, and higher education.
Key Characteristics
· Compulsory education for children aged 4–15
· Free public education
· Centrally designed curriculum
· Nationwide examinations for university admission
· Combination of general and vocational education


2. Structure of the Educational System
Educational Levels Diagram
Preschool Education
(Kindergarten, ages 4–6)
↓
Primary Education
(Elementary School, 6 years)
↓
Secondary Education
├─ Gymnasium / Lower Secondary School (3 years – compulsory)
└─ Lyceum / Upper Secondary School (3 years)
├─ General Lyceum (GEL)
└─ Vocational Lyceum (EPAL)
↓
Higher Education
(Universities and Higher Institutions)


3. Preschool Education
Preschool education includes:
· Daycare centers
· Kindergartens
Kindergarten attendance is compulsory from the age of 4 and aims to:
· Support children’s socialization
· Develop basic learning skills
· Prepare students for primary school


4. Primary Education
Elementary School
Primary education lasts 6 years.
Subjects
· Greek Language
· Mathematics
· History
· Natural Sciences
· English
· Information Technology
· Physical Education
· Music and Arts
Objectives
· Development of fundamental knowledge
· Cultivation of social skills
· Familiarization with technology


5. Secondary Education
Gymnasium (Lower Secondary Education)
Gymnasium lasts 3 years and is part of compulsory education.
Main Characteristics
· General education
· Introduction to more specialized subjects
· Development of critical thinking
Lyceum (Upper Secondary Education)
The Lyceum is divided into two main types:
General Lyceum (GEL)
Prepares students for:
· National examinations
· University studies
Vocational Lyceum (EPAL)
Provides:
· Technical and vocational training
· Specialized study programs
· Access to employment or higher education


6. Panhellenic Examinations
The Panhellenic Examinations are the main mechanism for admission to universities.
Characteristics
· Nationwide examination system
· Common exam topics for all students
· Highly competitive process
· Crucial role in university admission
The Role of Private Tutoring
Many students attend private tutoring schools (“frontistiria”) to better prepare for the exams.


7. Higher Education
Higher education in Greece is mainly provided by public universities.
Includes
· Universities
· Polytechnic schools
· Higher educational institutions
· Postgraduate programs
Key Features
· Public character
· Free undergraduate studies
· Participation in the European Bologna Process
· Emphasis on research and innovation


8. Vocational Education and Lifelong Learning
Vocational education includes:
· Vocational Lyceums (EPAL)
· Vocational Training Schools
· Public and private Institutes of Vocational Training (IEK)
Objectives
· Development of professional skills
· Connection with the labor market
· Continuous adult education and training


9. Digital Transformation in Education
In recent years, Greece has invested in:
· Digital classrooms
· Online learning platforms
· Interactive whiteboards
· Distance learning systems
Examples
· e-class platforms
· Digital textbooks
· Interactive educational material


10. Challenges of the Educational System
Despite improvements, several challenges remain:
· Excessive emphasis on examinations
· Inequalities between urban and rural areas
· Need for modernization of infrastructure
· Stronger connection between education and the labor market
· Psychological pressure on students

11. Conclusions
The modern Greek educational system:
· Provides free education at all levels
· Operates through centralized planning
· Places strong emphasis on higher education
· Continues to modernize digitally
· Faces important challenges in adapting to modern social and professional needs
Education remains one of the most significant institutions in Greek society.
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