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A Short History of Tourism
Tourism has been part of human life for thousands of years. In ancient times, people travelled not only for survival but also for curiosity, culture, and pleasure.
The earliest form of tourism can be traced back to ancient Egypt, where visitors came to admire the pyramids, temples, and the Nile River. In ancient Greece, people travelled to attend the Olympic Games, see famous monuments, or visit religious sites like Delphi. The Romans also loved to travel. Wealthy citizens spent summers in villas by the sea, while others visited theaters, baths, or famous cities across the Roman Empire. Roads built by the Romans made travel easier and safer.
During the Middle Ages, tourism slowed down because travel was more dangerous. However, pilgrimages became very popular. Many people journeyed to holy places such as Santiago de Compostela in Spain or Canterbury in England.
In the Renaissance and early modern period, interest in culture and education grew. Wealthy young Europeans went on the “Grand Tour,” visiting cities like Paris, Rome, and Venice to study art, history, and architecture.
With the Industrial Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries, tourism expanded rapidly. Trains and steamships allowed more people to travel. Seaside resorts, mountain holidays, and city tourism became fashionable.
At this time, a man named Thomas Cook (1808–1892) played a very important role. He is known as the father of modern tourism. Cook organized the first package tours, planning trips for groups that included transportation, accommodation, and sightseeing. His company, Thomas Cook & Son, made travel safe, organized, and affordable for ordinary people, not just the wealthy. Thanks to him, millions of people could enjoy traveling for pleasure.
In the 20th and 21st centuries, tourism became available to almost everyone. Airplanes, cars, and the internet made travelling faster, cheaper, and easier to organize. Today, tourism is one of the world’s largest industries, connecting people and cultures all around the globe.

watch the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuaAM43u-ok 
Questions on the History of Tourism
1. Where did some of the earliest tourists travel in ancient times?
A) Rome
B) Egypt
C) France
D) Spain
2. Why did tourism slow down during the Middle Ages?
A) People lost interest in traveling
B) Travel was dangerous
C) There were no trains
D) Hotels did not exist
3. What was the “Grand Tour” in the Renaissance period?
A) A long sea voyage to America
B) A trip for young Europeans to study art and history
C) A pilgrimage to holy places
D) A festival of sports
4. Who is considered the father of modern tourism?
A) Marco Polo
B) Leonardo da Vinci
C) Thomas Cook
D) Christopher Columbus
5. What did Thomas Cook introduce to make travel easier for ordinary people?
A) Hotels only
B) Airplanes
C) Travel packages including transport, accommodation, and sightseeing
D) Free tickets to museums
6. How did the Industrial Revolution affect tourism?
A) It made travel slower
B) It made tourism more expensive
C) Trains and steamships allowed more people to travel
D) It stopped tourism completely
7. Today, tourism is popular because:
A) People have no work
B) Airplanes, cars, and the internet make travel easier
C) Travel is only for the wealthy
D) Roads were destroyed


Vocabulary Exercise: History of Tourism

Part 1: Match the words with their correct meaning
	1. Tourism
2. Pilgrimage
3. Package tour
4. Monument
5. Renaissance
6. Affordable
7. Organized
8. Industry Tourism

	A) A planned trip that includes transportation, accommodation, and sightseeing
B) A historical period of art, learning, and culture in Europe
C) Something that many people can buy because it is not too expensive
D) Travel for pleasure or culture
E) A famous building or statue
F) A journey to a holy place
G) A group of businesses producing goods or services
H) Well-arranged and planned



Meanings:


Part 2: Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list

Word list: tourism, Thomas Cook, Renaissance, pilgrimage, package tour, affordable, organized

1. The ________ made travel safe and easy for ordinary people.
2. During the ________, young Europeans went on the “Grand Tour” to learn about art and history.
3. A ________ includes transport, hotels, and sightseeing in one plan.
4. Many people in the Middle Ages traveled on a ________ to holy places.
5. Today, ________ allows people to explore new countries and cultures.
6. Travel should be ________ so more people can enjoy it.
7. Good tourism is ________, with all details planned carefully.
Vocabulary Exercise Answer Key
Part 1: Match the words with their correct meaning
1. Tourism → D) Travel for pleasure or culture
2. Pilgrimage → F) A journey to a holy place
3. Package tour → A) A planned trip that includes transportation, accommodation, and sightseeing
4. Monument → E) A famous building or statue
5. Renaissance → B) A historical period of art, learning, and culture in Europe
6. Affordable → C) Something that many people can buy because it is not too expensive
7. Organized → H) Well-arranged and planned
8. Industry → G) A group of businesses producing goods or services

Part 2: Fill in the blanks
1. The Thomas Cook made travel safe and easy for ordinary people.
2. During the Renaissance, young Europeans went on the “Grand Tour” to learn about art and history.
3. A package tour includes transport, hotels, and sightseeing in one plan.
4. Many people in the Middle Ages traveled on a pilgrimage to holy places.
5. Today, tourism allows people to explore new countries and cultures.
6. Travel should be affordable so more people can enjoy it.
7. Good tourism is organized, with all details planned carefully.
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