Β’ ΛΥΚΕΙΟΥ – UNIT 3 RENAISSANCE

The Renaissance was a transformative European cultural movement (c. 14th–17th centuries) marking the shift from the Middle Ages to modernity, characterized by a "rebirth" of interest in classical Greek and Roman art, literature, and philosophy, fostering huge advancements in art, science, exploration, and thought, with key figures like Leonardo, Michelangelo, and Raphael, and innovations like the printing press. Centered first in Italy, it spread across Europe, bridging ancient wisdom with new discoveries and humanism. 
Key Characteristics
· Humanism: Focus on human potential, reason, and classical texts, shifting from purely divine focus.
· Artistic Flourishing: New realism, perspective, and techniques in painting (Botticelli, Titian), sculpture (Donatello, Michelangelo), and architecture (Brunelleschi).
· Scientific Inquiry: Exploration of the cosmos (Copernican system) and the natural world.
· Exploration: Age of Discovery, opening new continents and global trade.
· Inventions: Printing Press (Gutenberg) democratized knowledge; compass, gunpowder also crucial. 
Timeline & Spread
· Early (14th Century): Began in Florence, Italy, with figures like Giotto and the Medici family patronizing arts.
· High Renaissance (c. Late 15th–Early 16th Century): Peak artistic achievement in Italy (Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael).
· Northern Renaissance (16th Century): Spread to Northern Europe (England, Netherlands, etc.), with distinct local flavors. 
Significance
· Bridged the gap between medieval times and the modern world.
· Championed intellectual curiosity and worldly achievement.
· Laid foundations for the Reformation, scientific revolution, and Enlightenment. 

