B1 Grammar Theory: Modal Verbs

Modal verbs are special verbs that help us express:
✅ advice
✅ obligation
✅ possibility
✅ ability



FORM
Modal + Base Form of the Verb
✅ You should study more.
✅ She might come later.
✅ We must wear uniforms.
❌ You should studying
❌ He must to wear
Remember: After a modal verb, use the bare infinitive (base form).



SHOULD
Use:
To give advice or recommendations.
Meaning:
"It is a good idea."
Structure:
Subject + should + verb
Examples:
✅ You should wear comfortable shoes.
✅ Students should respect their teachers.
✅ We should recycle more.
SHOULDN'T
Use:
To give negative advice.
Meaning:
"It is not a good idea."
Structure:
Subject + shouldn't + verb
Examples:
✅ You shouldn't stay up late.
✅ We shouldn't waste water.
✅ He shouldn't be rude.



MUST
Use:
Strong obligation or something very important.
Meaning:
"It is necessary."
Structure:
Subject + must + verb
Examples:
✅ You must wear a seatbelt.
✅ Students must do their homework.
✅ We must protect the environment.
Negative
mustn't = prohibition
✅ You mustn't smoke here.
✅ You mustn't use your phone during the exam.
COULD
Use:
Possibility
Meaning:
"It is possible."
Structure:
Subject + could + verb
Examples:
✅ We could go to the cinema tonight.
✅ She could wear a blue dress.
✅ It could rain later.
MIGHT
Use:
Future possibility
Meaning:
"Maybe"
Structure:
Subject + might + verb
Examples:
✅ I might visit my grandparents tomorrow.
✅ He might be late.
✅ They might come to the party.


Difference Between COULD and MIGHT

COULD
Possible option
✅ We could go to the beach.
(It's one possible choice.)
MIGHT
Maybe it will happen
✅ We might go to the beach.
(I'm not sure.)

Quick Guide

	Modal
	Use
	Example

	should
	advice
	You should study.

	shouldn't
	negative advice
	You shouldn't smoke.

	must
	obligation
	You must wear a helmet.

	mustn't
	prohibition
	You mustn't cheat.

	could
	possibility
	We could visit Rome.

	might
	maybe
	It might rain.



Memory Trick

🟢 SHOULD = Good idea
🔴 SHOULDN'T = Bad idea
⚠️ MUST = Necessary
🚫 MUSTN'T = Forbidden
🤔 MIGHT = Maybe
🌟 COULD = Possible option


