

Reorder the paragraphs to find out all about it.

It was thought that on Samhain, the barrier between life and death was the thinnest. Villagers would gather and light huge bonfires to send the dead back to the spirit world and keep them away from the living. However, as the Catholic Church's influence increased in Europe, it did not approve of pagan rituals like Samhain. However, instead of banning the tradition altogether, in the 8th century, the Vatican began to combine it with a Christian holiday, designating November 1st as All Saints Day to honor martyrs and the faithful who had passed away. 
In the 1930s, Halloween became an extremely dangerous holiday. Storekeepers and neighbors began giving treats to stop the tricks, and children were encouraged to go door to door asking for candy instead of damaging property and causing trouble. By the late 1930s, "trick or treat" became the common greeting for the holiday.
Halloween is a holiday made up of many different cultural, religious, and supernatural traditions that have been around for centuries. It all started with the Celts, a group of people whose culture spread across Europe more than 2,000 years ago. On October 31st, they celebrated the end of the harvest season in a festival called Samhain. This night also marked the Celtic New Year and was seen as a magical time when the spirits of the dead were believed to walk the Earth!
The holiday came to America with Irish immigrants during the Potato Famine of the 1840s. They brought many of their customs, including bobbing for apples and playing tricks on neighbors, like removing gates from in front of houses. The young pranksters wore masks so they wouldn't be recognized, but over time, the tradition of harmless tricks turned into vandalism.
Both of these holidays were connected to the afterlife and survival after death. The church wanted to attract more followers, so the night before All Saints’ Day, October 31st, became known as All Saints’ Eve or All Hallows’ Eve, which eventually changed into Halloween.
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Answer the following questions:
1. What does “Halloween” mean?
2. When is it celebrated?
3. What are the origins of the Halloween tradition?
4. What did the Celts celebrate at Samhain?
5. Why was that a special night?
6. How did the Catholic Church respond to this pagan tradition?
7. How did Halloween become known in America?
[image: ]8. How did “trick or treat” emerge?                    
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