
Thanksgiving is one of the most important holidays in the United States. It is celebrated every year on the fourth Thursday of November. The holiday is a time for family and friends to come together, share a meal, and give thanks for the good things in their lives.
The tradition of Thanksgiving goes back to the early 1600s. In 1620, a group of English settlers called the Pilgrims sailed to North America on a ship named the Mayflower. They landed in what is now the state of Massachusetts. Life was very hard for the Pilgrims, especially during the first winter. Many of them became sick and died.
The next year, in 1621, the Pilgrims had a good harvest with the help of the Wampanoag, a Native American tribe who taught them how to grow corn, beans, and squash. To celebrate the successful harvest, the Pilgrims invited the Wampanoag to a three-day feast. This event is often remembered as the first Thanksgiving.
However, the relationship between the settlers and Native Americans later became difficult and often violent. Today, many people also use Thanksgiving as a time to reflect on this part of history and to honor Native American cultures and their experiences.
In 1863, during the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving an official national holiday. Since then, Americans have celebrated it every year. The traditional meal usually includes turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie.
Thanksgiving has become a symbol of gratitude, sharing, and family. While its history is complex, it remains an important part of American culture and identity.

QUESTIONS
1. When is Thanksgiving celebrated in the United States?
2. What is the main purpose of the Thanksgiving holiday?
3. Who were the Pilgrims, and where did they come from?
4. What difficulties did the Pilgrims face when they first arrived in America?
5. Who helped the Pilgrims learn how to grow food?
6. What event is known as the “first Thanksgiving”?
7. What president made Thanksgiving a national holiday, and in what year?
8. What are some traditional foods eaten on Thanksgiving?
9. Why do some people see Thanksgiving as a time to reflect on history?
10. What values does Thanksgiving represent in American culture today?

