THE MOST EXCELLENT
AND LAMENTABLE TRAGEDY OF
ROMEO & JULIET
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Act 1 Scene 5 
(At the Capulet’s house there is a masked ball, which is also going to be the engagement party for Juliet, who is unwilling to meet her groom-to-be. Romeo arrives uninvited aiming to see there another young lady, he thinks he is in love with, until… ) 
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FIRST KISS SCENE
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Until now they have been unaware of each other’s identity. But soon they realise that their families are enemies and then…
THE BALCONY SCENE
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MODERN TEXT
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The events that lead to the two lovers’ tragic deaths…
Romeo and Juliet get married in secret with the help of Juliet’s nurse and Friar Laurence. Another fight breaks out in Verona and Tybalt kills Romeo's friend Mercutio. Romeo had tried to prevent the fight but, after Mercutio's death, he kills Tybalt. The Prince banishes Romeo from Verona because of what he has done. Juliet is distraught by the news of Tybalt’s death and Romeo being banished. Lord Capulet tells Juliet she must marry a man called Paris, not knowing she is already married. Friar Laurence gives Juliet a potion that will make her appear dead, so she does not have to marry again. He sends Romeo a note to explain the plan and Juliet takes the potion. Her body is moved to the family tomb. Romeo does not receive the note about the potion from Friar Laurence and thinks Juliet is really dead. He buys some poison and goes back to Verona, planning to die alongside Juliet's body. 
THE DEATH SCENE
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In the meantime, having learned that Romeo never received his message, the Friar comes to the crypt and reaches Juliet just as she revives. He cannot persuade her to leave her dead husband, and runs away in fear. Juliet realises what has happened, takes Romeo's knife and… 
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FINAL SCENE
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THE END
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Romeo and Juliet Act 1, scene 5

RoMEO
(taking soter’s hand) I profane with my unworthiest hand
This holy shrine, the gentle sin is this:
My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand
“To smooth that rough touch with a tender ki

soLtmr
Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too much,
Which mannerly devotion shows in this,
For saints have hands that pilgrims’ hands do touch,
And palm to palm is holy palmers’ kiss.

Have not saints lips, and holy palmers too?

suLmr
Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.

RoMEO
O, then, dear saint, let lips do what hands do.
‘They pray; grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.

sour
ints do not move, though grant for prayers’ sake.

hen move not, while my prayer’ ct I take.
Kisses her
“Thus from my lips, by thine, my sin is purged.

LT
Then have my lips the sin that they have took.

RoMEO
Sin from thy lips? O trespass sweetly urged!

Give me my sin again.

They kiss again
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ROMEO

JuLiET

ROMEO

suLieT

ROMEO

JuLiET

ROMEO

suLieT
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ACT 1, SCENE 5

NO FEAR SCACIESHEARE

(taking suriex’s hand) Your hand is like a holy place
that my hand is unworthy to visit. If you're offended
by the touch of my hand, my twolips are standing here
like blushing pilgrims, ready to make things better
vith a kiss

Good pilgrim, you don’t give your hand enough
credit. By holding my hand you show polite devotion
Afterall, pilgrims touch the hands of statues of
Holding one palm against another is like a kiss

, pilgrim—they have lips that they're supposed to

pray with

Well then, saint, let lips do what hands do. I'm pray-
ing for you to kiss me. Please grant my prayer so my
faith doesn’t turn to despair.

Saints don’t move, even when they grant prayers.
Then don’t move while I act out my pray

He kisses her

Now my sin has b from my lips by yours

Then do my lips n took from

yous

in from my I
sweetness. Give me m

They kiss again,
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Romeo and Juliet Act 2, scene 2

ACT 2, SCENE 2

RoMEO Teturns

Romzo
He jests at scars that never felt a wound

suLtET appears in a window above

But soft! What light through yonder window breaks?
Ttis the east, and Juliet is the sun

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,

Whois already sick and pale with grief,

That thou, her maid, art far more fair than

Be not her mai

I am tao bold. “Tis not to me she speaks
Two nall the heaven,

Having some business, do entreat her eyes

“To twinkle in their spheres till they return.

What if her eyes were there, they in her he

The brightness of her cheek would shame the

As daylight doth a lamp. Her eye in heaven

Would through the airy region stream so bright
That birds would sing and think it were not night.
See how she leans her cheek upon her hand.

Oh, that I were a glove upon that hand

That I might touch that cheek!

L
Ay mel
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senvant
moon as long as
She's a vign

JuLET

@

ACT 2, SCENE 2

ROMEO Teturns,

easy for someone to joke about scars

But wait, what's that light in the window over there?
It is the east, and Juliet is the sun. Rise up, beautiful
sun, and kill the jealous moon. The moon is already
sick and pale with grief because you, Juliet, her maid,
are more beautiful than
he is jealous. Virginity makes her look si

and green. Only fools hold on to their virginity. Let it
go. Oh, there’s my lady! Oh, it is my love. Oh, I wish
she knew how much I oy

something. [ will answer them. I am too bold. She
not talking to me. Two of the st stars in the
whol

ing herey until they return.
What if her e; and the

her head?—' ‘her cheeks would out-
shine the stars the way the sun outshines alamp. If her
eyes were in the night sky, they would shine so
brightly through space that birds would start singing,
thinking her light was the light of day. Look how she
leans her hand on her cheek. Oh, I wish I was the glove
on that hand so that I could touch that che

Oh, my!
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Romeo and Juliet

Romzo
(aside) She speaks.
gain, bright angel! For thou art
o this night, being o'er my hea
Asisa winged me r of heav
Unto the white, upturnéd, wond
Of mortals
When he bestrides the lazy-puffing clouds
And sails upon the bosom of the air

O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Rome:
Deny thy father and refuse thy nz

r, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my lo
And I'll no longer be a Capulet

(aside) Shall T hear more, or shall I speak at this?
suLiET
*Tis but thy name that is my enemy.
‘Thou art thyself, though not a Montague.
‘What's Montague? It is nor hand, nor foo
Nor arm, nor face, nor any other part
Belonging to aman. O, be some other name!
What's in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other word would smell a
Romeo would, were he not Romeo called,
in that dear perfection which he owes
but that title. Romeo, doff thy name
nd for that name, which is no part of thee
Take all myself.
RroMEO
I take thee at thy word.
Call me but love, and I'll be new baptized
Henceforth I never will be Romeo.
JuLter
‘What man art thou that, thus bescreened in night,
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kagain, bright angel.
ou shine
n who

suLEr
(not knowing momzo hears her) Oh, Romeo, Romeo,
do you have to be Romeo? Forget about your
ther and change your name. Or else, if you won't
changeyour name, just swear you lovemeand I'l stop
being a Capulet

(to himself) Should I lstes or should I speak
now

sumr
(still not knowing nowzo hears her) It's only your name
that's my enemy. You'd still be yourself even if you
stopped being a Montague. What's a Montague an;
way? Itisn’ta hand, a foot, an arm, a face, or any other
part of a man. Oh, be some other name! What does a
name mean? The thing we call arose would smell just
as sweet if we called it by any other name. Rom
would be just as perfect even if he wasn't called
Romeo. Romeo, lose your name. Trade in your
name—which really has nothing to do with you-and
take all of me in exchange

(to suver) I trust vords. Just call me your love,
and I will take a new name. From now on I will never
be Romeo again.

suLmn
Who are you? Why do you hide in the darkness and
listen to my private thoughts?

N 0 y s ol 5 = 123 pp
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How oft when men are at the point of death
Have they been merry, which their call
Alightning before death! Oh, how may I
all this a lightning? —O my love, my wife!
Death, that hath sucked the honey of thy breath,
Hath had no power yet upon thy beaut
Thou art not conquered. Beauty's ensign yet
Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks
pale flag is not advancéd the
Tybalt, lies <in thy bloody sheet?
O, what more favor can I do to the
Than with that hand that cut thy youth in twain
sunder hi i
Forgive me, cc
Why art thou
That unsubstantial death
And that the lean abhorréd monster keeps
¢ in dark to be his paramour?
car of that, I still will stay with thee,
And never from this pal.
Depart again. Her
With worms that are thy chamber maids. Oh, her
Wil T set up my e
And shake the yoke o
From this world-wearied fi
ur last embrac
eal with a righteou
in to engrossing death.
takes out the poison)
me, bitter conduct, come, us
hou desperate pilot, now at once run on
The dashing rocks tk weary bark
s to my love! (drinks the poison) O true apothecary
Thy drugs are quick. Th

romEo dies
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How often are men happy right before they die! They
call it the lightness before de
this lightness? Oh, my love! My
sucked the honey from your breath, but it has n
ruined your beauty. You haven't been conquered.
Thereisstill red in your lipsand in your cheek:
not yet turned them pale. Tybalt, ar
roud? Oh, what better

in I do for you than to kill the man who killed
ouwith the same hand that made you die young. For-
give me, cousin! Ah, dear Juliet, why are you still so
beautiful? Should I believe that death is in love with
you, and that the awful monster keeps you here to be
his mistress? [ don’tlike that idea, soI'll stay with.
And T will n leave this tomb. Here, hes
remain with worms that are your chamber-maids.
Oh, I'll rest here forever. I'll forget about all the bad
luck that has troubled me. Eyes, look out for the last

are the doors of breath. Seal ghteous kiss
deal I have made with death forever. (romzo kisses

suwser and takes out the poison) Come, bitter pois

noweo drinks the poison

Oh, that pharmacist was honest! His drugs work
quickly. So I die with a kiss

romeo dies.
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Act 5, scene 3

suLT

here? A cup, closed in my true lo
Poison, I see, hath been hi
O churl, drunk all, and left no friend

thy lip

Thy lips are warm.
Enter waromuns and pawie's racs

cter watomMA
(to »aoz) Lead, boy. Which way?

JuLEr
, noise? Then I'll be brief. O happy dagger,
thy sheath. There rust and let me die.
f with nomo’s dagger and dies)

This i lace. There, where the torch doth burn.
CHIEF WATCHMAN
The ground is bloody.—~Search about the churchyard.
some of you. Whoe'er you find, attach.
xeunt some WATCHMEN

ounty slain,
And Juliet bleeding, warm and newly dead,
‘Who here hath lain these two days buried.—
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sosr
I'm not going anywhere.
FRIAR LAWRENCE exits.

What's this here: a cup, d in my true love’s
hand? Poison, I see, has been the cause of

How rude! Hedrankiitall, and didn’t

some poison on them, to make me die withamedicinal
kiss. (she kisses nomso) Your lips are warm.

WATCHMEN and PARIS'S PAGE enter.

CHIEF WATCHMAN
(coming to the pace) Lead, boy. Which way?

suLmr
Oh, nois I'll be quick. Oh, good, a knife! My
body will be your sheath. Rust inside my body and le
medie. (she stabs herself with rowzo’s dagger and dies)

, where the torch is burning.
rch the graveyard

Some waTcrmMEN exit.
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nes one with ligh to ope the tomi
And by and by + drew on him,

urse of love, the tidin
he writes that he did buy a poison
Of 2 poor 'pothecary, and therewithal
me to this vault to die and lie with Juliet.
pulu Montague!

And ], for winking at your discore
Have lost a brace of kinsmen. All are punished.
caPULET
O brother Montague, give me thy hand.
This is my daughter's jointure, for no more
Can I demand.
MoNTAGU
But I can give thee more,
For I will raise her statue in pure gold,
That whiles Verona by that name is known,
‘There shall no figure at such rate be set
As that of true and faithful Juliet.
caruLer
‘As rich shall Romeo’s by his lady’s lie,
Poor sacrifices of our enmity.
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MODERN TEXT

Romeo and Juliet

[o—
A glooming peace this morning with it brings.
sorrow, will not show his head
Go hence, to have more talk of these sad thin
Some shall be pardoned, and some pu
For never was  story of more woe
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo,
Exeunt
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Prince
Sive me the letter. I'll look at it. (he takes the letter
from navrasaz) Where is the count’s page, the one
who called the watch? Boy, what was your master
doing here?

He came with flowers to spread on hi
And he asked me to stand far aw
alone, and so I did. Then someone
to open the tomb. So my master drew on him. And
207 then I ran away to call the watch
Prines
(skimming the letter) This letter confirms the friar's
account. It describes the course of their love and men-
tions the news of her death. Here he writes that h
bought poison from a poor pharmacist. He brought
that poison with him to this vault to die ant
Juliet. Where are th
Do you see what a great evil results from your hate
Heaven has figured out how to kill your joys with I
Because I looked the other way when your feud flared
up, F've lost several members of my L
Everyone s punished.

capuLET

298

MONTAGUE
But I can give you more. I'll raise her
gold. As long as this city is called Verona

no figure praised more than that of true and faithful
Juliet

299 MODERN TEXT
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caruLET
acrifices of our

PrincE
this morning. The sun istoosad
et’s go, to talk about these sad things
some more. Some will be pardoned, and some will be
re was never a story more full of pain
than the story of Romeo and Jul
They all exit.
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CHARACTERS

Romeo-— The son and heir of Montague and Lady Montague. A

young man of about sixteen, Romeo is handsome, intelligent,
and sensitive. Though impulsive and immature, his idealism
and passion make him an extremely likable character. Heli
in the middle of a violent feud between his famil;
Capulets, but h
is love and he goes to extremes to prove the serious-
tly marries Juliet, the daughter o
's worst enemy; he happily takes abuse from Tybalt;
and he would rather die than live without his beloved. Romeo
is also an affectionate and devoted friend to his relative Ben-
volio, Mercutio, and Friar Lawrence.

Juliet—The daughter of Capulet and Lady Capulet. A beautiful

up quickly upon falling in love with Romeo, the son of he
family’s great enemy. Because she is a girl in an aristocratic
family, she has none of the freedom Romeo has to roam
around the city, climb over walls in the middle of the night, or
get into swordfights. Nevertheless, she shows amazing cous
age in trusting her entire life and future to Romeo, even refus-
ing to believe the wo s about him after he gets
involved in a fight with her cousin. Juliet’s closest friend and
confidant is her Nurse, though she’s willing to shut the Nurse
her life the moment the Nurse turns against Romeo.
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No Fear Act1Prologue [

CHORUS

Two households, both alike in dignity

(In fair Verona, where we lay our scene),
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands
unclean.

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life,
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
Doth with their death bury their parents’
strife.

The fearful passage of their death-marked
love

And the continuance of their parents' rage,
Which, but their children’s end, naught
could remove,

Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage—

The which, if you with patient ears attend,

CHORUS

In the beautiful city of Verona, where our
story takes place, a long-standing hatred
between two families erupts into new
violence, and citizens stain their hands with
the blood of their fellow citizens. Two
unlucky children of these enemy families
become lovers and commit suicide. Their
unfortunate deaths put an end to their
parents' feud. For the next two hours, we will
watch the story of their doomed love and
their parents' anger, which nothing but the
children’s deaths could stop. If you listen to
us patiently, we'll make up for everything

we've left out in this prologue onstage.

W W
FRANKENSTEIN

A SparkNotes Full Text

Romeo and Juliet

Add your thoughts right here!

Popular pages: Romeo and Juliet
@ Full Book Analysis
SUMMARY

Character List

CHARACTERS
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to
mend. Romeo
CHARACTERS F o W roootateveTarpe
Exit The CHORUS exits. Sl recaPTCHA eCAPTCHA
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His son is thirty.

CAPULET
Will you tell me that?
His son was but a ward two years ago.
ROMEO
(to aservineman) Whatlady is that which doth enrich the
hand
Of yonder knight?
SERVINGMAN
I know not, sir.
ROMEO
Oh, she doth teach the torches to burn bright!
It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night
Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope’s ear,

lady by whispering a story in her ear. That time is
gone, gone, gone. You are welcome gentlemen. Come
on, musicians, play music. (music plays and they

y e v i 12:38
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Oh, she shows the torches how to burn bright! She
stands out against the darkne d earring
hanging against the cheek of an African. Her beauty is
too good for this world; she’s too beautiful to die and

MODERN TEXT

Romeo and Juliet Act 1, scene 5

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear.

shows a snowy dove trooping with crows
As yonder lady o’er her fellows shows.
The measure done, I'll watch her place of stand,
And, touching hers, make blesséd my rude hand.
Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight!
For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night.

TYBALT
This, by his voice, should be a Montague.—
(to his pace) Fetch me my rapier, boy.—
What, dares the slave
Come hither, covered with an antic face,
To fleer and scorn at our solemnity?
Now, by the stock and honor of my kin,
To strike him dead I hold it not a sin.
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Romeo and Juliet

CAPULET

een 10nger, een fonger.
older than that, sir. He's thirty years o

Are you really going to tell me that? His son was a
minor only two years ago.

(to a servinaman) Who is the girl on the arm of that
lucky knight over th

SERVINGMAN

I don’t know, s

Oh, she shows the torches how to burn bright! She
stands out against the darkness like a jeweled earring
hanging against the cheek of an African. Her beauty is
too good for this world; she’s too beautiful to die and

MODERN TEXT

Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear.
0 shows a snowy dove trooping with crows
As yonder lady o’er her fellows shows.
The meaanre dane T'1l watch her nlace of stand
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TYBALT

CAPULET

how a fair presence and put off these frowns,
An ill-beseeming semblance for a feast.

ACT 1, SCENE §

NO FEAR S PEARE

be buried. She outshines the other women like a white

dove in the middle of a flock of crows. When this

dance is over, I'll see where she stands, and then I'll

touch her hand with my rough and ugly one. Did my

heart ever love anyone before this moment? My ey

were liars, then, because I never saw true beauty
ore tonight.

I can tell by his voice that this man is a Montague. (to
his pace) Get me my sword, boy.—What, does th
peasant dare to come here with his face covered by a
mask to sneer at and scorn our celebration? Now, by
the honor of our family, I do not consider it a crime to
kill him.

Why, what's going on here, nephew? Why are you act-
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