                                              The  Bubonic Plague
            The Black Death was a devastating global epidemic of bubonic plague that struck Europe and Asia 

            in the mid-1300s. The plague arrived in Europe in October 1347, when 12 ships from the Black Sea
            docked at the Sicilian port of Messina. People gathered on the docks were met with a horrifying 
            surprise: Most sailors aboard the ships were dead, and those still alive were gravely ill and covered 
            in black boils that oozed blood and pus. Sicilian authorities hastily ordered the fleet of “death ships”
            out of the harbor, but it was too late: Over the next five years, the Black Death would kill more 
            than 20 million people in Europe—almost one-third of the continent’s population.
            How did the Black Plague start:
          Even before the “death ships” pulled into port at Messina, many Europeans had heard rumors 
            about a “Great Pestilence” that was carving a deadly path across the trade routes of the Near
            and Far East. Indeed, in the early 1340s, the disease had struck China, India, Persia, Syria and Egypt.
            Symptoms of the Black Death:

            Europeans were scarcely equipped for the horrible reality of the Black Death. “In men and women
            alike,” the Italian poet Giovanni Boccaccio wrote, “at the beginning of the malady, certain swellings,
            either on the groin or under the armpits…waxed to the bigness of a common apple, others to the 
            size of an egg, some more and some less, and these the vulgar named plague-boils.”

   Blood and pus seeped out of these strange swellings, which were followed by a host of other 
            unpleasant symptoms—fever, chills, vomiting, diarrhea, terrible aches and pains—and then, in 
            short order, death.

   The Bubonic Plague attacks the lymphatic system, causing swelling in the lymph nodes. If 
            untreated, the infection can spread to the blood or lungs.
            How did the Black Plague spread:

          The Black Death was terrifyingly, indiscriminately contagious: “the mere touching of the clothes,” 
            wrote Boccaccio, “appeared to itself to communicate the malady to the toucher.” The disease
            was also terrifyingly efficient. People who were perfectly healthy when they went to bed at night 
            could be dead by morning.
            How did the Black Death end:

          The plague never really ended and it returned with a vengeance years later. But officials in the
            port city of Ragusa were able to slow its spread by keeping arriving sailors in isolation until it 
            was clear they were not carrying the disease—creating social distancing that relied on isolation 
            to slow the spread of the disease. Thy sailors were initially held on their ships for 30 days 
            (a trentino), a period that was later increased to 40 days, or a quarantine—the origin of the 
            term “quarantine” and a practice still used today.
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1)Did the Black Plauge start in the 13th century?

2)Was the great pestilence considered a pandemic or an epidemic? 
                      3)Does the black death have similar symptoms to cholera?
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