
EXTRACT-Nobel lecture- Martin Luther King

What the main sections of the civil rights movement in the United States are saying is that the demand for dignity,
equality, jobs, and citizenship will not be abandoned or diluted or postponed. lf that means resistance and conflict
we shall not flinch. We shall not be cowed, We are no longer afraid.

The word that symbolizes the spirit and the outward form of our encounter is nontriolence, and it is dbubtless
that factor which made it seem appropriate to award a peace prize to one identified with struggle. Broadly
speaking, nonviolence in the civil rights struggle has meant not relying on arms and weapons of struggle. lt has
meant noncooperation with customs and laws which are institutional aspects of a regime of discrimination and
enslavement. lt has meant direct participation of masses in protest, rather than reliance on indirect methods
which frequently do not involve masses in action at all.

Nonviolence has also rneant that my people in the agonizing struggles of recent years have taken suffering upon
themselves instead of inflicting it on others. lt has meant, as I said, that we are no longer afraid and cowed. But
in some substantial degree it has meant that we do not want to instill fear in others or into the society of which
we are a part. The movement does not seek to liberate Negroes at the expense of the humiliation and
enslavement of whites. lt seeks no victory over anyone. lt seeks to liberate American society and to share in the
self-liberation of all the people.
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Violence ends up defeating itself. lt creates bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the destroyers.

ln a real sense nonviolence seeks (1)to redeem the spiritual ancl moral.lag that I spoke of earlier as the chief
dilemma of modern rnan. lt seeks to secure moral ends through moral means. Nonviolence.is,.a.powerful and
just weapon. lndeed, it is a weapon unique in history, which cuts without wounding and ehno-bJbs:the men-Who
wields it.

I believe in this method because I think it is the only way to reestabiish a broken community. lt is the method
which seeks to implement the just law by appealing,to the consciehce of the great decent majority who through
blindness,lfear, pride, and irrationality have allowed their consciences to sleep.

The nonviolent resisters can summarize their message in the following simple terms. we will take direct action
against injustice despite the failure of governmental and other official agencies to act first. We will not obey
unjust laws or submit to unjust practices. We will do this peacefully, openly, cheerfully because our aim is to
persuade. We adopt the means of nonviolence because our end is a community at peace with itself. We will try
to persuade with our words, but if our words fail, we will try to persuade with our acts. We will always be willing
to talk and seek fair compromise, but we are ready to suffer when necessary and even risk our lives to become
witnesses to truth as we see it.

This approach to the problem of racial injustice is not at all without successful precedent. lt was used in a
magnificent way by Mohandas K. Gandhi to challenge the might of the British Empire and free his people from
the political domination and economic exploitation inflicted upon them for centuries. He struggled only with the
weapbns of truth, soul force, non-injury, and courage.

ln the past ten years unarmed gallant men and women of the United States have given living testimony to the
moral power and efficacy of nonviolence. By the thousands, faceless, anonymous, relentless young people,
black and white, have temporarily left the ivory towers of iearning to storm the barricades of bias. Their
courageou sandd ned activities have con're as a refresh oasis in a deseft swelteri with the heat of

ustice.
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I am only too well aware of the human weaknesses and failures which exist, the doubts about the efficacy of
nonviolence, and the open advocacy of violence by some. But I am still convinced that nonviolence is both the most
practically sound and morally excellent way to grapple wittr the age-olcl problenr of racial injustice.
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Acceptance Speech Martin Luther King's Acceptance Speech, on the occasion of the award of the Nobel Peace

Prize in Oslo, December 10, 1964

Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen: I accept the Nobel Prize for Peace

at a moment when 22 million Negroes of the United States of America are engaged in a creative battle to end the long night

of racial injustice. I accept this award on behalf of a civil rights movement which is moving with determination and a majestic

scorn for risk and danger to establish a reign of freedom and a rule of justice. I am mindful that only yesterday in Birmingham,

Alabama, our children, crying out for brotherhood, were answered with fire hoses, snarling dogs and even death. I am

mindful that only yesterday in Philadelphia, Mississippi, young people seeking to secure the right to vote were brutalized

anfl murdered. And only yesterQay more than 40 houses of w,orship in the State of Mississjppi alone were bombed or bqrned

because they offered a sanctuary to those who would not accept segregation. I am mindful that debilitating and grinding

poverty afflicts my people and chains them to the lowest rung of the economic ladder. Therefore, I must ask why this prize

is awarded to a movement which is beleaguered and committed to unrelenting struggle; to a movement which has not won

the very peace and brotherhood which is the essence of the Nobel Prize. After contemplation, I conclude that this award

which I receive on behalf of that movement is a profound recognition that nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political

and moral question of our time - the need for man to overcome oppression and violence without resorting to violence and

oppression. Civilization and violence are antithetical concepts. Negroes of the United States, following the people of lndia,

have demonstrated that nonviolence is not sterile passivity, but a powerful moral force which makes for social

transformation. Sooner or later all the people of the world will have to discover a way to live together in peace, and thereby

transform this pending cosmic elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood. lf this is to be achieved, man must evolve for all

human conflict a method which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of such a method is love. The

tortuous road which has led from Montgomery, Alabama to Oslo bears witness to this truth. This is a road over which

millions of Negroes are travelling to find a new sense of dignity. This same road has opened for all Americans a new era of

progress and hope. lt has led to a new Civil Rights Bill, and it will, I am convinced, be widened and lengthened into a super

highway of justice as Negro and white men in increasing numbers create alliances to overcome their common problems. I

accept this award today with an abiding faith in America and an audacious {aith in the future of mankind. I refuse to accept

despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history. I refuse to accept the idea that the "isness" of man's present

nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up for the eternal "oughtness" that forever confronts him. I refuse to accept

the idea that man is mere flotsam(enmhtovrq onopetvdpto) and jetsam (onopervdpr nou !6Bpooe q Ootroooo) in-the river

of life, unable to influence the unfolding events which surround him. I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically

bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a

reality. I refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral down a militaristic stairuvay into the hell of

thermonuclear destruction. I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. This is why

right temporarily defeated is strongerthan evil triumphant. I be.lieve that even amid today's mortar bursts and whining bullets,

there is still hope for a brighter tomorrow, I believe that wounded justice, lying prostrate on the blood-flowing streets of our

nations, can be lifted from this dust of shame to reign supreme among the children of men. I have the audacity to believe

that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity,

equality and freedom for their spirits. I believe that what self-centered men have torn down men other-centered can build

up. I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the altars of God and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed,

and nonviolent redemptive good will proclaim the rule of the land. "And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together and

every man shall sit under his own vine and fiq tree and none slrall be afraid." I still believe that We Shall overcome!

a. What is the topic of the talk?

The struggle for human rights in the USA.

b. What is the main idea of his speech?

People should live with dignity and in harmony. ("Sooner or later all the people of the world will have to discover a way to Iive


