

Each time you are asked to write an opinion essay, a topic is briefly described followed by instructions on what to write. Students are expected to present the positive and the negative aspects of the topic and express their own opinion.

Typical Features
An essay:
· has no specific target reader
· is written in formal language
· does not include a title
· makes a general comment on the topic and refers to its positive and negative aspects in the introduction
· presents the positive and negative aspects in the main body
· includes a final comment and the writer’s opinion in the conclusion

Exercise 1: Read the writing task and answer the questions.

1. What is the issue raised ?______________________________________________________________
2. What is the purpose of your essay?______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
3. What should your essay include?_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

 (
Following a class discussion about great decisions 
humans may need to make during their 
life, your teacher has asked you to read the following text and write 
an
 
essay
 
(120-150 words)
 
to be published in the 
English section of your 
school newspaper in order to
 
a)
 present 
and
 analyse 
the
 
challenges 
someone might face if s/he decides to lead a different lifestyle.
Jonathan 
Seagull 
confronts society consciously, choosing another way
 of living
. 
H
e cannot go along with the community 
which
 does not have any values except food. He is an outcast; however, it is his own choice. He 
enjoys new experiences and improves
 his understanding of flight.
 It is a way of flying to liberty.
 
What exactly does liberty mean?
 Ι
t can mean acting in whatever way you see fit for satisfying your own interests, desires and expectat
ions to the extent that you do no
t infringe upon the very same liberties of the others. Secondly, liberty means independence and freedom from physical restraint or external force
.
                  
Any community does not like an individual who disregards 
the
 lifestyle and values appreciated at the moment. 
Jonathan, then,
 could be considered a generali
s
ed character for all who dare to confront society and follow their ideas and beliefs.
 Outcasts, h
owever, should not be afraid of loneliness or the crowd’s disapproval. 
People
 should obey the voice of 
their
 heart and find a new way. It might be complex; 
nevertheless
, the final results will be rewarding
!
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A. Introduction
Paragraph 1 = Make a general comment on the topic and refer to the positive and negative aspects
 - Nowadays, we are all becoming aware of the fact that… / it is a well-known fact that…/It is common knowledge that…
 - An increasing number of people…/ More and more people today are (choosing to)…/
- It cannot be denied that…/It is commonly believed that…

B. Main Body
Paragraph 2 = discuss some of the reasons mentioned in the topic
· One of the reasons why…
· Another reason for…

Paragraph 3 = Present the positive and the negative aspects of the topic (this paragraph can also be separated into 2 smaller paragraphs)
 - While there are (strong) arguments in favour of…, there are also some against it.
 - Although…has many advantages/benefits, it also has certain disadvantages/drawbacks that need to be examined/considered.
- First… / First and foremost… / To begin with…
- More specifically… / In other words… /This means that… / This is because…/As  a result…/ Consequently…/ For instance…/For example…
 - Second… / Furthermore…/Additionally… 
- Last bus not least… / Finally…

C. Conclusion
Paragraph 4 = Make a final comment and express your opinion
· Taking everything into consideration, I am inclined to believe that… 
· All things considered… 
· Taking everything into account, I think that… / I am of the opinion that… / It seems to me that… 
· To my mind…



















To make good use of the infographics, you must take the following steps:
1. Understand the infographic (interpret the information and identify the source)
2. Paraphrase the infographic (use synonyms, change the form of key words e.g. from a verb to a noun, reorder the information in a sentence e.g. transforming a statement in the Active Voice into the Passive)
3. Introduce the source (incorporate the source into the paraphrased information presented in the infographic)

Exercise 2: Look at the infographics of the sample task (page 1) and answer the questions or complete the tasks.

1. Introduce the source of the information using the words/phrase given.
 - According to a (US) study/news report…conducted in (the US)… /A (recent) survey/study into…reveals/indicates/mentions/shows that… /Results from a survey/study into…suggest that…
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the information provided?______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Paraphrase the information in the infographic. You can use the following words/phrases given and/or your own ideas.
 - (Almost) 30%/70% of … /(Approximately) a third of…/half of… / two thirds of…/ a large/great/small number of… / a large/small percentage/proportion of… /most/the majority of…
- It is estimated/expected that…will increase/decrease…
- There has been a gradual/dramatic rise/increase/decrease in…over the past decade/the last few years…
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Now write your own essay in answer to the sample task checking the checklist below.

· [image: ]Does my essay have a clear introduction – main body – conclusion?
· Have I used the information presented in the infographics?
· Have I supported my points with explanations/examples/results?
· Have I used the appropriate linking words/phrases?
· Is my essay written in formal language?
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