Mesfin’s Story: A Life of Flight and Survival (Part 2)

· Part A – Reading Comprehension (Multiple Choice)
Choose the best answer (A–D).

1. What does the phrase “from the frying pan into the fire” (p. 1) suggest about Mesfin’s experience?
A. He kept finding himself in equally or worse situations.
B. He was finally safe after years of hardship.
C. He enjoyed constant change in his life.
D. He became stronger with every move.

2. What lesson did Mesfin claim he learned from his life as a refugee?
A. The importance of self-reliance.
B. The futility of running away.
C. The necessity of tolerance.
D. The value of education.

3. Why does Mesfin tolerate the authorities and aid workers he encounters?
A. He knows they genuinely care about refugees’ needs.
B. He believes tolerance is the only way to survive.
C. He fears punishment if he resists them.
D. He feels gratitude for their constant support.

4. What attitude does Mesfin display toward humanitarian workers?
A. Grateful acceptance of their generosity.
B. Indifference to their presence.
C. Criticism of their presumption to know refugees’ needs.
D. Admiration for their professionalism.

5. What is implied by the statement “In a refugee’s life, all tomorrows are the same”?
A. Refugees always look forward to brighter futures.
B. Refugee life is marked by monotony and hopelessness.
C. Refugees live with constant excitement and fear.
D. Every tomorrow offers a new story to tell.

Part B – Vocabulary in Context
· Task 1: Word Formation & Derivatives
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word in brackets.

1. His repeated __________ (flee) from one country to another revealed his inability to find safety.
2. She showed remarkable _________________ (tolerate) towards the hardships of refugee life.
3. Many were left in a state of _____________________ (confuse) after years of displacement.
4. The __________________ (compose) he lost when confronted with death haunted him for days.
5. He lived in constant _______________________ (endure), facing hunger and thirst.
6. Mesfin doubted the ___________________ (fair) of God when comparing his life to that of others.
7. The _______________ (decease) refugee’s identity card was the only trace left of him.
· Task 2: Collocations and Usage
Fill in the gaps with the most suitable collocation from the list below. There is one extra option you do not need to use.

end up confused – flee his home country – from the frying pan into the fire – born to run – long life as a refugee – perished in the desert – endure the unendurable – alien land – lost identity – count the days – doubt fairness

1. Whenever he thought about his situation, he would _____________________________.
2. He had to ____________________ after the Marxist junta came to power.
3. Returning to Ethiopia only proved to be a case of going _______________________.
4. He felt as if he was _____________________ at the first sign of trouble.
5. His _____________________ had taught him tolerance.
6. Many of his companions ______________________ without leaving a trace.
7. He hated having to _____________________ of his stay in the refugee camp.
8. For him, every day in the camp was life in an _________________________.
9. The policemen seemed to ______________________ when they dealt with refugees.
10. In moments of despair, he began to _________________________ in divine justice.
1. 


✅ Answer Key 

Part A – Reading Comprehension (Multiple Choice)
·  A
·  ·  C
·  ·  B
·  ·  C
·  ·  B
1. ·  

Part B – Vocabulary in Context
Task 1: Word Formation & Derivatives
1. 
fleeing
2. 
3. 
tolerance
4. 
5. 
confusion
6. 
7. 
composure
8. 
9. 
endurance
10. 
11. 
fairness
12. 
13. 
deceased
14. 

Task 2: Collocations and Usage
1. 
end up confused
2. 
3. 
flee his home country
4. 
5. 
from the frying pan into the fire
6. 
7. 
born to run
8. 
9. 
long life as a refugee
10. 
11. 
perished in the desert
12. 
13. 
count the days
14. 
15. 
alien land
16. 
17. 
demand so much
18. 
19. 
doubt fairness
20. 
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